LESSON 3 OF 11

Will you do your part to receive
revelation, but realize that most
revelation comes incrementally in
God’s own way on HIS condltlons?
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There are many

things outside of
your total control.

Storms

Earthquakes



Floods Tsunamis

Yellowstone 1988 (Old Faithful)
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Their thoughts, feelings, actions, decisions.
Other people How they perceive or judge you.

Civil War
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Time Health

Big Ben (England)

What does lava and
volcanoes have to
do with receiving
personal revelation?
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Waipi‘o Valley, Hawaii Island




Sugar cane fields on Hamakua coast

Wild boar
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in past ~1000 years

Lava flows fromKilauea, ~1790—2618

Numerous Kilsuea lava flows are not depicted on the map
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Star of the Sea Catholic Church (moved in 1990)
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God is in control of
everything on the earth
and in the heavens —
including personal
revelation. It is He who
determines all aspects
of receiving revelation.

Like the slow and
predictable flow of
lava, most revelation
comes gradually and
incrementally.

Even though we
cannot control God
and His will regarding
revelation, we must
do our part and
actively prepare for

and ask for revelation.

When you ask “that
the Spirit to be with
you,” you must pray
for the Spirit to be in
all areas of your life,
not just revelation.
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God
With personal revelation, determines
what can we control? What all aspects of
can’t we control? revelation

. |
[j When it comes to revelation,

@Q God determines all aspects:
THINK ABOUT THIS: D (e =
If God determine all aspects ‘w..o wm .,.,‘H‘E.TE. WHEN wuv" c‘uows

of revelation—the who, what,
where, when, why, and how ﬂ j] ]] "
—what can you do to be
ready to receive revelation?




“Therefore, sanctify yourselves
that your minds become single to
God, and the days will come that
you shall see him; for he will
unveil his face unto you, and it
shall be in his own time, and in
his own way, and according to
his own will” (D&C 88:68).
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'"WHO who gets the
revelation
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Why did the angel appear to only Zacharias
and not Elisabeth? Why didn’t the angel
appear to both of them? Or just Elizabeth?
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Ammon, Aaron, Omner, and Himni went on
missions. Why did the Ammon get to cut off all the
arms of the bad Laminates while Aaron had his
“lot to have fallen into the hands of a more
hardened people” (Alma 20:30)?

Why did Mary Whltmer get to see the Book of
Mormon gold plates from Moroni dressed in
modern-day clothes? Why didn’t Emma get to
see the plates in such a manner?

“...one cannot ‘call down’ the spirit as
some are prone to say. We can create
an appropriate environment for the
Holy Ghost to instruct us. Spiritual
communication cannot be forced. We
must qualify ourselves and be ready to
receive the Lord guidance and
direction when He determines to
provide it. No matter how urgent our
personal timetable, the Lord responds
according to His own will.”

Richard G. Scott, CES symposium, August 11, 1998
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It is his will. He knows more than we
-% do. He sees the big picture.
)

b

b ¢ “O that cunning plan of the evil one! O
the vainness, and the frailties, and the
1 foolishness of men! When they are
WHAT GOd determlnes learned they think they are wise, and

what is given in a ﬁ they hearken not unto the counsel of
. God, for they set it aside, supposing
revelation “‘) they know of themselves, wherefore,
WHAT their wisdom is foolishness and it
profiteth them not. And they shall
perish. But to be learned is good if

they hearken unto the counsels of
God” (2 Nephi 9:28-29.

What did the Lord reveal when constructing the Jaredite barges? Sometimes he will give direct
counsel.

“And the Lord said unto the brother of
Jared: Behold, thou shalt make a hole
ﬁ in the top, and also in the bottom; and
ol when thou shalt suffer for air thou
shalt unstop the hole and receive air.
‘ WHAT 3 And if it be so that the water come in
upon thee, behold, ye shall stop the
hole, that ye may not perish in the
flood” (Ether 2:20).




Other times He will ask you to
figure it out.

“And the Lord said unto the brother
of Jared: What will ye that | should
ﬁ do that ye may have light in your
@ vessels? For behold, ye cannot
ﬁ have windows, for they will be
WHAT ° dashed in pieces; neither shall ye
take fire with you, for ye shall not
go by the light of fire” (Ether 2:22).
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God determines
- b where revelations
’ WHERE . are given

Revelation could come in a grove (JS)




Revelation could come in a cave (Elijah)
R

Revelation could come in a jail

(Liberty)
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Revelation could come in your car Revelation could come in nature (Nephi)
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Revelation
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Revelation could come anywhere

IS

WHEN God determlr_\es
when revelation

. Is given

NN

“You cannot force spiritual things. Such
words as compel, coerce, constrain,
pressure, and demand do not describe
our privileges with the Spirit. You can no
more force the Spirit to respond than
you can force a bean to sprout or an egg
to hatch before its time. You can create
a climate to foster growth, nourish, and
protect; but you cannot force or compel:
you must await the growth.”

The Quest for Spiritual Knowledge By President Boyd K. Packer
» From a talk given at a seminar for new mission presidents on
June 25,1982.




Why did the Lord wait until 1978 “to extend to every
worthy member of the Church all of the privileges
and blessings which the gospel affords”? This is
Darius Gray who was baptized in 1964.

When will we receive the sealed
portion of the Book of Mormon?




Perhaps our first mistake is to
think that we own ourselves and

also blocks time. Of course, we

have our agency and an inner m & = ﬁ
sovereignty, but disciples are to f‘ - b a

sacrifice themselves to do 'WHO [ \yuar & @WHERE| when [ why | ¢ HOw D

Jesus’ bidding with enough faith |\
in God’s timing to say, in effect,
“Thy timing be done.”
N NN AN

Neal A. Maxwell, Promise of Discipleship, 87-88

Nephi and his brother were
asked to get the plates without

Sometimes God will knowing all the details:
ask you to do “And | was led by the Spirit, not
. A Something without . knowing beforehand the things
WHY ' " which | should do. Nevertheless |

you knowing why. WHY ™ \vent forth...” (1 Nephi 4:6-7).
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Lehi discovered why the plates
were so important AFTER they
obtained them:

“...my father, Lehi, took the records
which were engraven upon the plates
of brass, and he did search them
from the beginning.

“And he beheld that they did contain
the five books of Moses...

“And also a record of the Jews from
the beginning...” (1 Nephi 5:10-12).

“And also the prophecies of
the holy prophets...

“...a genealogy of his fathers...

“And we had obtained the
records which the Lord had
commanded us, and searched
them and found that they were

’ desirable; yea, even of great
worth unto us, insomuch that
we could preserve the
commandments of the Lord
unto our children” (1 Nephi
5:13-14, 21).
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Spiritual (Mind & Heart) Earthly (5 senses)

PERSONAL Less direct and More direct and

QIS more frequent less frequent

More Gift of the

Converting Holy Ghost

Less Interventions

Converting Light of Christ Dreams

Audible Voices
Visions

Visitations

Will God dramatically intervene like
when Jesus visited Saul?

Will God talk to you in a dream like he
talked to Joseph, Mary’s husband?

Will you hear audible voices like the
Nephites did when they heard Christ?




Will you have a vision like Lehi had when
he was the vision of the tree of life?

Will a heavenly person visit you like
God and Jesus visited Joseph Smith?

Has He already given you answers ﬁ
through the scriptures?

Has He already given you an answer ﬁ
through Church leaders?




Will the Holy Ghost communicate to you through “In most cases, ‘his own way’ is

a still small voice filling your minds with thoughts not the thunderous interruption or
i i inqs? y o :
and touching your hearts with feelings? the blinding light, but what the

scriptures call ‘the still small
voice.” Some have misunderstood
this principle. As a result, some
have looked exclusively for the
great manifestations that are
recorded in the scriptures and
have failed to recognize the still,
small voice that is given to them.”

Dallin H. Oaks, Ensign, March 1997, 11-12

“This is like making up our C]I -.:]
minds that we will learn only T
from a teacher who shouts and

that WE will refuse tor:isten Lo LET’S TALK ABOUTIT
even the wisest teaching when .

it comes in a whisper. We need It God de_termme all aspects
to know that the Lord rarely of revelation—the who, what,
speaks loudly. His messages Where, When, Why, and how
almost always come in a

whisper.” —what can you do to be

Dallin H. Oaks, Ensign, March 1997, 11-12 ready to receive revelation?




Most
revelation
comes
incrementally

When the Lord give us “line upon
line” and “precept upon precept”
about Himself and His plans,
many ignore those great gifts.
Instead of lines, some demand
paragraphs and even pages.
When God provides “here a little,
and there a little” . . . some want
a lot—now!

Neal A. Maxwell Quote Book, 288

“The Spirit of Revelation,” By Elder David A. Bednar, General Conference, April 2011
Patterns of Light—Part 3 of 3: Spirit of Revelation (David A. Bednar)

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/inspiration/patterns-of-light?lang=eng

“For behold, thus saith the Lord God: |
will give unto the children of men line
upon line, precept upon precept, here a
little and there a little; and blessed are
those who hearken unto my precepts,
and lend an ear unto my counsel, for
they shall learn wisdom; for unto him
that receiveth | will give more; and from
them that shall say, We have enough,
from them shall be taken away even that
which they have” (2 Nephi 28:30)




Not understanding these principles C[]j
of revelation, some people Q
postpone acknowledging their
testimony until they have
experienced a miraculous event.

They fail to realize that with most .
people—especially those raised in Why does the Lord give us

the Church—gaining a testimony is revelation gradually and
not an event but a process. )
incrementally?

Dallin H. Oaks, Ensign, March 1997, 14

“While the Holy Ghost may be conferred
upon us, and is designed to be our guide
and support, it is only restrained and
manifested in its fulness in our guidance and
defense in proportion to the degree to which
we cultivate it and listen to its promptings.

We m ust We may lose it entirely through indifference
or transgression, and once deprived of its
- presence we are left in darkness more dense
aCtlver seek than before its reception. Cultivate it, my
brethren and sisters, and it will become in
and aSk for reality the iron rod, which is the word of God,
and will lead us back to him.”
revelation

Anthony Ivins, Conference Report, April 1934, 101-102




Is finding the right person to marry
based on inspiration or agency?

Elder Bruce R. McConkie
of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles
Ordained October 12, 1972

BYU Devotional, February 27, 1973
“Agency or Inspiration—Which?”

“Well, do you want a wife? Do you want
anything that’s right and proper? You go
to work and you use the agency and
power and ability that God has given
you. You use every faculty, you get all
the judgment that you can centered on
the problem, you make up your own
mind, and then, to be sure that you don’t
err, you counsel with the Lord.”

Bruce R. McConkie, “Agency or Inspiration—Which?” « BYU Devotional, Feb. 27, 1973




“You talk it over. You say, ‘This is what
| think; what do you think?’ And if you
get the calm, sweet surety that comes
only from the Holy Spirit, you know
you’ve reached the right conclusion;
but if there’s anxiety and uncertainty in
your heart, then you’d better start
over, because the Lord’s hand is not in
it, and you’re not getting the ratifying
seal that, as a member of the Church
who has the gift of the Holy Ghost,
you are entitled to receive.”

Bruce R. McConkie, “Agency or Inspiration—Which?” « BYU Devotional, Feb. 27, 1973
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How do we actively seek
revelation?

Pray for the
Spirit in all
areas of your
life, not just
for revelation

The blessing on the
sacramental BREAD:

“...that they may
always have his Spirit
to be with them.”

—Moroni 4:3




The blessing on the
sacramental WATER:

“...that they may have his
Spirit to be with them.”

—Moroni 5:4

Compared side by side

WATER:

“...that they may
have his Spirit

to be with them.”

BREAD:

“...that they may
always have his Spirit
to be with them.”

—Moroni 4:3 —Moroni 5:4

Having “his Spirit to be with them”
does NOT mean that the only fruit of
the Spirit is personal revelation.

Personal Revelation

Personal Revelation

Personal Revelation

XA
Personal Revelation ‘Q;

Personal Revelation ‘

® .
‘ ’ Personal Revelation
>

(5
‘ Personal Revelation

Personal Revelation

2

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT
We often pray: “Please bless
me with thy Spirit.” How do
you know if you have his Spirit
with you right now?




Having his “his Spirit to be with them”
means all the fruits of the spirit—
including personal revelation.

FRUITS OF
THE SPIRIT

Galatians 5:22-23:
- Love

- Joy

- Peace

- Long-suffering
- Patience

- Gentleness

- Goodness

- Faith

- Meekness

- Temperance

- Self-control

Moroni 7:45-48:

- Kindness

- Patience

- Humility

- Seeking not one’s own
- Rejoicing in truth

- Enduring all things

%
FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT

S
® &

®

D&C 11:12-13: 7w
- Doing good & §0
- Walking humbly ‘
- Judging righteously

- Enlightening the mind
- Filling the soul with joy -

FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT




D&C 46 gifts of the Spirit:

. Testimony of Christ

. Faith in Others’ Testimony
. Differences of Administration
. Discernment of Operations
. Word of Wisdom

. Word of Knowledge

. Faith to Be Healed

. Faith to Heal

. Working of Miracles

10. Prophecy

11. Discerning of Spirits

12. Speaking in Tongues

13. Interpretation of Tongues

O©Coo~NOOOR~WN =

FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT

2

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT
What other times do you know
you have His Spirit with you?

TO DO

Download a PDF
of all these slides

PDF
These slides will be posted
on the website after class.

www.lloveinstitute.com




Agency or Inspiration

by Bruce R. McConkie

BYU Speeches

Church website:
www.churchofjesuschrist.org

All Speeches Popular Speakers Topics Collections Podcasts é English
S p— The gospel of Jesus Christcan
o : bless your life
Agency or Inspiration—Which? B rectored Chuch today
\D BRUCE R. MC! “

What We Believe iearnave

SEEPERET ] o

it The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day ¢

It is our obligation to go to work on our problems and then counsel —
with the Lord and get the ratifying seal of the Holy Spirit on the

- h.

conclusions that we've reached; and that ratifying seal is the spirit of

revelation.

Books and Lessons

Libraries

MyHome | Libraries | Serve  News  AboutUs

Libeary

OF CATTER-DAY SAINTS

Scriptures
Study the Bible, Book of Mormon, Doctrine and
Covenants, and Pearl of Great Price

General Conference
Watch, listen to, and study words of Church leaders
from worldwide conferences

Come, Follow Me
Access current and past curriculum for personal
study and Church classes

Gospel Library
Find, study, and apply Church teachings from the full
digital library

Media Library

Find, download, and share digital media

Music Library

Listen to, learn, and share Church music

Life Help
Explore resources that provide practical help for
life's experiences

Topics and Questions
Find information on Church doctrine, policies,
practices, history, and more

urvenuand
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Teachings of Presidents

Fr g R—

Russell M. Nelson

Urarll  Sere  News  Abouus

< Teachings of Preside... X

Sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ
that God will help us

Invitations and Promises

You may be the very one to

open the dooe to someone’s

salvation

Each follower of jesus Christ

can become an effective
member missionary

qualify senior missionar
for missionary kabors

Fanhful missionaries

bring people 10 a ki

of the Lord

We need to procee

and 6o our best, k

that God will help
Video

Related Talks

Russell M, Nelson

Teachings of Presidents of
the Church: Russell M.
< Nelson

Chapter 2
The Atonement of Jesus Christ

The Atonement of Jesus Christ

From the Life of Russell M Nelson

Teachings of Russell M. Nelson

The Savior's atoning sacrifice is the central act of all human
history

The Savior was the only one who could accomplish the

a0

Revelation for Our Uives
Revelation for Our Lives

From the Life of Russell M.
Neison

Teachings of Russell M. Nelson
Does God really want to
speak to you? Yes!

You can receive personal
revelation for your own
circumstances

God will speak to you in His
own way and In His own time

‘We must learn to receive
reveiation to surive
spirually

You can learn for yourself
how to receive personal

revelation

Increase your spiritual
Ccapacity to receive revelation

Counter the lure of the world
by making time for the Lord
in your life every day

Invitations and Promises

Grow Into the principle of

15
X
Chapter 14

Revelation for Our Lives

1 urge you to stretch beyond your current spiritual ability to receive

personal revelation.

< From the Life of Russell M. Nelson

President Russell M. Nelson told of a revelation he received as

an answer to the prayers of a faithful friend:

n P ) ki e i n ST wene
Library  Books and Lessons 0 an Lit Bocks and Lessons  Teachings ofresidents 0 an
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Chapter 14: Chapter 14:

Revelation for Our Lives Revelation for Our Lives

< Teachings of Preside. Revelation for Our Lives (a)) = i




NEXT CLASS

CLASS 4 OF 11:
What are the principles for receiving
revelation (Part B)? How do you
become spiritually self-reliant?




